Perhaps the most surprising attribute is his lack of pretention. Despite all his honours, he is inordinately proud of his humble, County Durham origins and his accent in telling a Geordie joke is so genuine as to be incomprehensible. His capacity for work is limitless and his ability to simplify the most complex issues has meant that he continues to be in great demand to chair many committees.
To look at his diary ofengagements would make many a younger man blanche, but his indefatigability continues unremittingly. With all this he has an eminently clubbable personality, is an excellent after-dinner speaker with a high reserve of anecdotes, quotations, wise saws and even poetry. One ofhis great claims to fame, in Detchant at least, was to have been made Captain ofthe local golfclub, an honour in County Durham that took precedence in the local newspaper over his peerage.
Perhaps no account of Lord Walton's success would be complete without reference to two women in his life. His wife, Betty, has been the love ofhis life since he was first asked by her to carry her music at school. Her support has been paramount; their joint love of travel, music (she is a superb organist) and pride in their origins has helped to lighten his mighty load. A less recognized, but also indispensible help, has been his secretary of many decades, Rosemary Allen who, even in his so-called retirement, continues to serve him faithfully -more as a personal assistant than simply a secretary.
On a purely personal note, I first met John Walton about 35 years ago and, as with all of us, have watched his matchless progress with awe. As the years have passed, my admiration continues to grow and it is one of the greatest pleasures to work closely with him in the World Federation of Neurology, he as President and I as SecretaryTreasurer General.
It has been yet another great pleasure to edit this Festschrift issue of the Postgraduate Medical Journal, in honour of his septuagenarian year. I look forward to being given the honour and privilege of doing something similar in his octogenarian year.
